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I hope you are all in line to get your 
vaccinations so we can begin meeting 
in-person as well as on Zoom. I have 
gotten my two (Pfizer) shots through 
the VA and found it to be a smooth and 
relatively painless affair. The VA 
personnel were very professional, 
friendly and caring. VA nurses are the 
best and I really enjoy being taken care 
of by them when the need arises. 

The Governor has asked to speak at 
our UVC General Meeting, probably in 
April but that will depend upon his 
schedule as he is always welcome. 

I have been asked to be on the Division 
of Veteran Affairs (DVA) Tiger Team as 
they are re-organizing the Division and 
I am one of twenty assisting in their re-
organization. If you have suggestions or 
comments please contact me at your 
earliest convenience as they want to 
be wrapped up by early March. 

Our 49th Annual UVC Banquet is 
scheduled for June 27, 2021, at the 
Denver Renaissance Hotel (where we 
have been for years) with the new 
Adjutant General of the Colorado 

National Guard, BG Laura Clellan 
as our Keynote Speaker. 
Sponsorships are available as well 
as tickets to the Banquet so 
please contact Karen Hone to 
purchase them. We will abide by 
all the regulations regarding 
Covid-19 protocols in place as of 
the time of the Banquet. Right 
now we are allowed up to 500 
attendees. 

Silent Auction items are needed 
so please donate some great 
items for the Silent Auction. See 
Karen Hone also for donation 
forms. 

BG Laura Clellan is the first 
woman to hold The Adjutant 
General (TAG) for the State of 
Colorado and she will be the 
second woman to address the 
UVC Banquet in forty-nine years. 

Your UVC is exploring, updating, 

and expanding the map that 

currently shows American Legion, 

VFW, DAV, etc. 

Posts and their  
>p6 president 

mailto:dickyoung123@gmail.com
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The next UVC Member Meeting will be  

March 9th on Zoom.com 

1st Vice President 

Dick Young 

Geri Adams, Chair 

Communications Committee 

Work is ongoing to update the UVC website to 
bring not only a more sophisticated look, but to add 
some well-needed functionality to the webpage. 

We have found a new platform for the 
management of the Awards Banquet.  In addition 
to making the event much easier to manage from 
an administration standpoint, Eventbrite will make 
it a much easier process for everyone to register for 
the event, purchase tickets, and find out 
information about the event.  The UVC Awards 
Banquet Reception, Dinner and Silent Auction is 
scheduled this year on Sunday, June 27th at the 
Renaissance Hotel - 3801 Quebec Street, Denver, 
CO. 

There is also exciting news with regard to a fully-
functioning Member Calendar. With the upgrades 
being completed in the near future, the UVC 
Clearinghouse Event Calendar will be brought into 
the upgraded website. We believe this 
clearinghouse platform will work well and we’ll 
keep you posted on when it is up and running. 

Our goal is to provide one clearinghouse calendar 
where anyone can view at one place all upcoming 
UVC member events and UVC member sponsored 
events. All member events will be automatically 
posted. Member sponsored events will be posted 
on approval as addressing the needs of and 
opportunities for our Colorado Veterans. 

One primary goal has been to select a platform that 

is extremely easy to use.  More to follow! 

                                                                          >p6 comm 

As March 2021 is here, know many of us are about 
to feel like we can’t remain homebound much 
longer and are anxious to get back to what life was 
like before the Pandemic hit.  We believe we will be 
able to have our Annual Awards Banquet as planned 
for Sunday, June 27th at our usual hotel. And I am 
hoping all of you will want to attend, to meet and 
mingle with friends of old, to meet and talk with the 
many new faces we now have active in the UVC, and 
listen to our keynote guest speaker, the Military 
Adjutant General of the Colorado National Guard, 
BG Laura Clellan.  She is the first woman to lead the 
Colorado National Guard, and we’re delighted she 
has accepted the invitation from our UVC President, 
Dennis Orr, to be our keynote speaker. 

We have much going on these days at our UVC, in 
spite of the restrictions that the virus has placed on 
us.  We’re trying hard to strengthen the number of 
volunteers we have and to take on what our By-
Laws say we are to be doing. It takes many to do the 
work.  If you are reading this and thinking: well 
maybe I could help a little, please contact me.  
Whether it is being a good writer, are organized and 
like to keep files up to date, want to help with our 
website, or are good at meeting new people and 
wouldn’t mind becoming active in our UVC 
Fundraising Committee, there is a waiting need for 
you.  As you all know, we are a volunteer led and 
volunteer run non-profit, non-partisan state 
organization that exists to help our some 420,000 
Veterans living in Colorado. 

Website Update 



  

 

 

 

Shelly Kalkowski, Robby 
Robinson, Co-Chairs, State 
Legislative Committee, Dan 
Jablan, Legislative Liaison 

Dennis Churgovich, Chair        

Federal Legislative Committee   
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After a one-month, COVID-related recess, the 
Colorado General Assembly gaveled back into 
action on Monday, February 16.  While there is 
some hope that the session will close by Memorial 
Day, it will more likely extend to the middle of 
June.  As of February 23, 271 measures were 
introduced including 262 bills, one memorial and 
18 resolutions.   

In coordination with its member veteran service 
organizations, the United Veterans Coalition of 
Colorado (UVC) is tracking a number of bills and 
has taken positions on the following.   

HB21-1016 -- Transfer Jurisdiction to Veteran's 
Specialty Court:  SUPPORT (with friendly 
amendment) 

HB21-1065 -- Veterans' Hiring Preference: 
SUPPORT 

HB21-1079 -- Modify Property Tax Exemption 
for Veterans with Disabilities:  SUPPORT 
(with friendly amendment) 

HB21-1113 -- Income Tax Deduction for 
Military Retirement Benefits: SUPPORT 

HB21-1116 -- Purple Heart Recipient Free State 
Park Access:  SUPPORT 

SB21-015 -- Veterans Service Organization 
Stipend for Funeral Services: MONITOR 

SB21-024 -- Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans 
Day:  SUPPORT 

SB21-026 -- Restoration of Honor Act:  
SUPPORT 

SB21-032 -- Mobile Veterans-support Unit 
Grant Program: MONITOR       >p6 state leg 

When elected officials gathered on Capitol Hill to 
formally convene the 117th Congress on 3 January, 
they did so with 91 veterans among their ranks, the 
lowest total since at least World War II.  The 
number of veterans in Congress has declined almost 
steadily since the mid-1970s, as the military shifted 
from an end strength of largely drafted individuals 
to an all-volunteer force. In 1973, nearly three in 
every four members of Congress had some type of 
military service.  In 2021, it’ll be about one in every 
six members who have military experience. 
Information on congressional members with 
veteran experience before then is incomplete, 
making comparisons difficult.  

 However, the number could grow in coming years.  
Of the 79 lawmakers elected to the 117th Congress 
who are aged 45 or younger, 21 (about 27 percent) 
served in the military.  But for now, the shrinking 
cohort of veterans elected to the House and Senate 
this session will be charged with sharing their 
knowledge of Defense Department operations and 
Veterans Affairs procedures with colleagues who 
lack direct personal experience on the topics.  

 Here’s a look at the group, by the numbers:  

91 total veterans in the 117th Congress.  

17 will serve in the Senate, 74 will serve in the 
House.  

28 are Democrats, 63 are Republicans.  

13 served in the military in the 1960s or earlier.  

50 served in the military after 2000.   >p7 fed leg 

Congressional Veterans 117th 

Congress by the Numbers 

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1016
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1016
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1065
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1079
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1079
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1113
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1113
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1116
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb21-1116
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-015
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-015
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-024
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-024
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-026
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-032
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-032
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Migrating eBenefits 

Migrating eBenefits to VA.gov began in 2017 so 
that users can visit one site instead of multiple 
sites.  The majority of VBA features in eBenefits 
have been moved to VA.gov with the final fea-
tures transitioning by the end of April 2021.  
Most key features are currently only available at  
VA.gov, to include: filing a claim, claims status, 
Chapter 36, direct deposit, payment history and 
uploading evidence. VBA is working with our 
partners and stakeholders, such as VSOs, to 
communicate the eBenefits migration to VA.gov 
to their members, customers and clients. 

VBA will provide guidance to all eBenefits users 
(Veterans, service members, spouses, care giv-
ers and other stakeholders)  to visit www.va.gov 
and the option to create a new credential using 
the ID.me site provided on VA.gov.  

Teddi Kulkoski 
Denver VBA Regional Office 
Director’s Office CMA & Public Affairs Officer 

Veterans Community Living Centers continue 
 mission to serve   

Colorado veterans for over 130 years 
 
Over 130 years ago, the first veteran’s home was 
established in Colorado. At the time, it was called the 
Old Soldiers and Sailors Home, dedicated specifically 
for men who needed recuperation and medical 
attention after returning from war. This home, built 
in the picturesque San Luis Valley, is still in service 
today and has been re-named Veterans Community 
Living Center at Homelake.  
 
Since that time, four other veteran’s homes have 
been built, specifically in Rifle, Florence, Walsenburg 
(attached to Spanish Peaks Hospital), and in Aurora 
on the former Fitzsimons Army Medical campus. The 
veteran’s home in Aurora shares a campus with the 
new VA Medical Center. In addition, affordable 
domiciliary cottages are available on the Homelake 
campus to serve veterans and spouses needing less 
care in an independent housing model providing 
assistance as needed.  
 
Eligibility for admission into a veteran’s home is fairly 
basic. A service member needs to provide 
documentation of an honorable or general 
discharge, traditionally through a DD-214. There are 
other requirements regarding actual length of 
service, however, the primary requirement for 
admission is a general or honorable discharge. 
>p6 vclc 

https://www.ebenefits.va.gov
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov
http://www.va.gov
https://www.va.gov/
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MEATGRINDER 

Submitted by Travis Weiner 

Veterans for American Ideals (Colorado)  
(https://www.vfai.org/) 

 

What America thinks it knows about the veterans who 
fought in Afghanistan and Iraq, and about how they 
feel about the wars, is not the whole picture. 
 
Public opinion has been shaped by patriotic hype that 
glorifies veterans, and portrays them as supporting the 
wars and believing they fought to defend American 
freedoms. It does not honor veterans or respect their 
service to assume that they feel a certain way about 
the wars, when in reality there are many Veterans 
who feel that the wars were not worth the sacrifices 
made. 
 
In fact, the PEW Research Services tells us that roughly 
two-thirds of veterans don’t think the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan were worth it. But there’s a tremendous 
amount of pressure on veterans from a whole host of 
interested groups to shut up about how they really 
feel about the wars, and about what they did and 
what they suffered, 
 
MEATGRINDER tells the truth that only those who 
fought can tell, about the brutality we sent our troops 
to inflict, what it cost them, and what they themselves 
think about the wars we sent them to fight and what 
they want the American Public to know . 
 
There have been documentaries and books made and 
written by veterans of these wars, but they’re from 
the perspective of individual veterans, or from a single 
small group. As far as we know, something like 
MEATGRINDER, which represents a broad spectrum of 
combat vets from both conflicts, hasn’t been done - 
but this film will change that. 
 
We are seeking combat-veterans of Iraq and 
Afghanistan who might be interested in being 
interviewed for our film. If so, please fill out your 
information on this link: 

https: //www.meatgrinderdoc.com/form-for-vets.  
https://www.meatgrinderdoc.com/. 

 
NEED HELP GETTING YOUR VACCINE? 

 
One of our UVC leaders, Dennis Churgovich, was assisting 
American Legion Post 2002 in doing their "buddy 
checks".  During a conversation with a 90-year-old man, 
he mentioned problems in scheduling a COVID 
vaccine.  Dennis suggested the VA, but the man and his 
88-year-old wife were not in the VA system, but in the 
Kaiser system and on Kaiser's waiting list. 
 
Dennis brought this issue up at a VFW Post meeting 
where it was suggested that he contact Vaccine 
Helpers.  When he did so, they put him in contact with 
their agent in Brighton and she was able to schedule the 
gentleman and his wife at SCL Health, where both had 
their first shots within 48 hours.    
The second shots are scheduled on March 12th.  
 
Go to the Vaccine Helpers Intake link below to get the 
form and help in getting your vaccinations! 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfWk10KiAWZ1aUW3JMYaADT159Eg90rtdziGxj
_boZmQXerfA/viewform 

 
 
United Veterans Coalition  
49th Awards Banquet 
 

          Sunday, June 27, 2021 
          3:30pm Silent Auction & Reception 
          5:00pm Doors Open for Dinner Seating 
  
 For information, email karen.hone@comcast.net 
 

https://www.vfai.org/
http://www.meatgrinderdoc.com/form-for-vets
https://www.meatgrinderdoc.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWk10KiAWZ1aUW3JMYaADT159Eg90rtdziGxj_boZmQXerfA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWk10KiAWZ1aUW3JMYaADT159Eg90rtdziGxj_boZmQXerfA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWk10KiAWZ1aUW3JMYaADT159Eg90rtdziGxj_boZmQXerfA/viewform
mailto:karen.hone@comcast.net
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>state leg 

We expect additional bills to be introduced that 
address the following:  Military Family Open 
Enrollment in Public Schools; Enactment of 
“Audiology and Speech  

Language Pathology Interstate Compact”; Establish a 
Colorado National Guard Space Force; Military 
Family Relief Fund Extension.   

 

The full texts, fiscal notes and most recent actions 
for these bills are available at https://
leg.colorado.gov.  Click on “Bills” tab, scroll to “All 
Bills” and insert bill number into the first space.  You 
can find your legislators by inputting your address 
into the following link:  Find My Legislator | 
Colorado General Assembly.   

>comm 

REMINDER: To link your organization to the UVC 

Facebook page, go to uvc.com on Facebook and LIKE 

our page, then we will do the same for your 

organization. That way we can share information 

for/about Veterans in your community, state, and 

around the nation. 

>vclc 
The five Colorado veteran’s nursing homes provide 
care for veterans, veterans' spouses and Gold Star 
parents. Prospective residents must have a medical 
need for 24-hour-a-day skilled nursing care. While 
we do care for veterans and spouses who need to  
stay long term, specifically for memory care or 
traditional long term care, we also provide options 
for short term care including short term 
rehabilitation,  
and hospice care.  For example, our veterans 
homes can provide care for a veteran who has 
recently had surgery or a spell of illness and needs 
a bit of rehabilitation prior to going home.   
 
Each veteran’s home has professionally trained 
admission staff who have vast knowledge and 
experience regarding qualifications, benefits, 
length of service requirements, disability benefits, 
payment options, care capabilities and services 
offered. We frequently collaborate with local 
county Veterans Service Officers to meet the needs 
of veterans, veteran spouses and Gold Star 
parents.  
 
Throughout the last year, Colorado veteran’s 
homes have navigated the COVID-19 pandemic. We 
have spaces available for new admissions in our 
veteran’s homes throughout the state. We also 
continue to comply with every state and federal 
quarantine and admission guideline.  
 
We encourage you to share this information with 
veterans, veteran spouses and Gold Star parents, 
as needed. While we are required to navigate 
through new admission guidelines, we stand ready 
to care for Colorado's veteran heroes and their 
families with the same dedication, diligence and 

>president 

contact information as well as VA Facilities around 

the state and many other useful items for veterans. 

We will be adding resources for veterans, their 

families and caregivers, so they will have access to 

information about all things for veterans, such as VA 

benefits, Veteran Suicide programs and so forth. 

UVC Organizations around the State that assist 

veterans will also be listed. More to come later. 

https://leg.colorado.gov
https://leg.colorado.gov
https://leg.colorado.gov/find-my-legislator
https://leg.colorado.gov/find-my-legislator
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>fed leg 

More than half (49) had overseas combat 
deployments.  

15 are first-time lawmakers.  

6 are women, a decrease of 1 from last Congress  

44 served in the Army, Army Reserve or Army 
National Guard.  

15 served in the Air Force, Air Force Reserve or Air 
National Guard.  

15 served in the Marine Corps or Marine Corps 
Reserve.  

17 served in the Navy or Naval Reserve.  

None served in the Coast Guard. 

Texas has the most veterans in their state 
delegation, with nine.  

12 states have no veterans in their state 
delegations (Idaho, Missouri, Minnesota, 
Montana, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont, Washington, 
West Virginia, Wyoming)  

Refer to https://republicans-veterans.house.gov/
resources-for-veterans/veterans-in-congress.htm for 
the complete list of veterans elected to the House of 
Rpresenttives last fall or returning to incumbent House 
seats that were not up for re-election this cycle. 

Military Calendar Holidays Events Observances 

Military Calendar – Holidays, Events, Observanc-
es (militarybenefits.info) 

 

March 

All Month Women’s History Month  

March 3 Navy Reserve Birthday  

March 4 Hug a GI Day  

March 5 Mardi Gras  

March 5 Seabee Birthday  

March 14 Daylight Saving Time Begins  

March 13 K 9 Veterans Day  

March 15 American Legion Birthday  

March 17 St. Patrick’s Day  

March 21 Rosie the Riveter Day  

March 25 Medal of Honor Day  

March 27 to April 4 Passover  

March 29    National Vietnam War Veterans Day
  

https://republicans-veterans.house.gov/resources-for-veterans/veterans-in-congress.htm
https://republicans-veterans.house.gov/resources-for-veterans/veterans-in-congress.htm
https://militarybenefits.info/military-calendar-holidays-events-observances/
https://militarybenefits.info/military-calendar-holidays-events-observances/


C a r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  h o n o r  A m e r i c a ’ s  h e r o e s !

Services at Veterans 
Community Living Centers
WHO: Veterans, their spouses and widows and Gold Star parents

WHEN: If you experience an accident, injury or a change in your heath condition, we 

provide short-term and long-term rehabilitation and nursing care. Under the direction 

of physicians, nurses and therapists, we provide a variety of programs and services to 

meet your health care needs. In addition, depending on location, we provide long-term 

care, memory care, assisted-living care, and cottage apartments.

HOW: Please feel free to call one of our Admission Coordinators to obtain additional 

information or to schedule a tour. We always have openings for visitors and volunteers!

Division of Veterans Community Living Centers • 1575 Sherman Street • Denver, Colorado 80203 
Phone: 303.866.6425 • www.colorado.gov/cdhs/veteranshomes
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Veterans Community Living Center at Homelake
(located between Walsenburg and Durango) 

3749 Sherman Avenue • Monte Vista, CO 81144 
Mail: P.O. Box 97 • Homelake, CO 81135 
Phone: Toll-free 1.888.838.2687 or 719.852.5118

Bruce McCandless Veterans Community  
Living Center at Florence
903 Moore Drive • Florence, CO 81226 
Phone: Toll-free 1.800.283.2668 or 719.784.6331

Veterans Community Living Center at Fitzsimons
1919 Quentin Street • Aurora, CO 80045 
Phone: 720.857.6400

Veterans Community Living Center at Rifle
851 East 5th Street • Rifle, CO 81650 
Phone: Toll-free 1.800.828.4580 or 970.625.0842

Spanish Peaks Veterans Community Living Center
23500 US Highway 160 • Walsenburg, CO 81089 
Phone: 719.738.5100

www.colorado.gov/cdhs/veteranshomes

