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I hope all of you are excited to see our 
new UVC Website.  It should go live this 
week.  Can’t thank Mike Wheaton and 
Tiffany Aragon enough for bringing a 
whole new website for our UVC.  We 
are going to do a walkthrough of it this 
coming week to try to make sure 
everything is correct.  There is a lot and 
we may miss something, so when it is 
launched, would appreciate it very 
much if you see any errors, please let us 
know.  And if you really like it, then 
send it on to those you know and get 
them to take a look at it.  

 I hope you realize how far the UVC has 
come.  I remember when I first became 
involved, I believe we had three or four 
web sites going at the same time, as a 
few members took it upon themselves 
to get something going for the UVC, and 
you have to appreciate their efforts.  
These days, we’re a little better 
organized and I think you will like the 
results. 

 Our most serious issue is looking for 
new members to join our organization.  
We (and that means all of us) need to 
find a handful of veterans (if not 
veterans themselves, at least ones who 
sincerely want to help our veterans).  

Each one we find that is motivated, 
wants to help, and will help, is worth 
meaningfully improving our status in 
Colorado, in accomplishing more for 
veterans; of getting the word out about 
the UVC and all the things we are doing, 
or, contacting individuals in businesses 
you know and asking for a donation, or, 
speaking to a service organization 
about the UVC, or helping get thank 
you notes out to those who supported 
our Banquet, or, putting together the 
pieces for our next banquet.  There is a 
place for every person. 

 So please, think about all of your 
friends, those that may have just 
retired and are wondering how they are 
going to spend their time and not be 
bored.  There are some out there that 
just need to be asked.  Go give it a try.  
You would be surprised how easy it is 
to ask a person to help.  Makes many of 
them feel wanted and still have 
something to offer. 

 As always, questions and comments 
appreciated.  My Best, Dick Young 

mailto:dickyoung123@gmail.com
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Within ten weeks of the attack on Pearl Harbor by 
forces of the Empire of Japan, Executive Order 
9066 was signed by President Franklin Roosevelt.  
This order authorized the removal and 
incarceration of over 70,000 American citizens.  
These American were of Japanese ancestry.   
 
Ten “relocation” centers were built with Camp 
Amache located in Granada, Colorado, being the 
smallest.  By the end of the Second World War 
more than 10,000 people passed through the 
Granada Relocation Center.  At its peak, it housed 
over 7,300 Japanese, with two-thirds being US 
citizens.   
 
In 1942 the site of Camp Amache was selected as a 
relocation center by the War Relocation Authority 
(WRA).  Land was acquired by the US Army by a mix 
of purchase and condemnation.  Camp Amache was 
unique in the fact that it was the only one not 
situated on existing federal land.  In total, Camp 
Amache covered approximately 10,500 acres south 
of the Arkansas River and extended three miles 
west and four miles east of Granada.       
 

Over 9,000 acres of the camp was set aside for 
agriculture.  The internees turned Camp Amache 
into a productive agricultural center since a 
majority of them came from California's central 
valleys and were seasoned farm workers.  There 
was the production of beef and dairy cattle, 
poultry, and hogs plus the growing of potatoes, 
onions, corn, alfalfa, and wheat.  In 1943 and 1944 
Amache produced a surplus of crops which were 
sold to the other relocation centers.     >p6 fed leg   
 
 
 

Work Continues on the UVC Clearinghouse:  
Add Your Special Events and Activities to the UVC 
Calendar 

 
The United Veterans Coalition of Colorado now has 
an online calendar platform on the website 
(uvcoc.org) for member events (as well as member
-sponsored events). We are pleased that more and 
more members are adding their events and 
activities to the UVC Calendar.  

For those of you who already have a Google 
account or are tech savvy sorts, just submit an 
invitation to your Google calendar event to 
UVCofColorado@gmail.com. 
For those of you who may need more guidance, 
step-by-step instructions on how to upload your 
event to the UVC Calendar are available and I will 
be happy to email them to you.  It is our hope that 
this easy-to-use platform will help all of our 
Member Organizations spread the word on 
pertinent events and activities to the UVC 
membership. 
If you have further questions or would like to 
receive the instructions on how to add your events 
to the UVC Calendar on the website, just email Geri 
Adams at Jorgensen.geri@gmail.com. Thank you! 

Communications Committee Close to Launching 
NEW UVC Website 
Thanks to Michael Wheaton, Tiffany Aragon and 
the team at Web Welder, the United Veterans 
Coalition of Colorado is close to launching a greatly 
improved UVC website that is impressive in both 
design and functionality.  We are excited about this 
big change to the UVC and will keep you posted on 
the launch date as it approaches. 

file:///C:/Users/Adams/Documents/United%20Veterans%20Coalition/UVCofColorado@gmail.com
mailto:Jorgensen.geri@gmail.com
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Three New Presumptive Conditions: 

The Veterans Benefits Administration started 

processing presumptive disability claims on Aug. 2 

for asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis based on 

presumed particulate matter exposures (burn pits) 

during military service.  These new presumptive 

conditions apply to Veterans who served in the 

Southwest Asia Theater of operations beginning 

Aug. 2, 1990 to the present, or Afghanistan, 

Uzbekistan, Syria or Djibouti beginning Sept. 19, 

2001 to the present, and where the condition(s) 

manifested within 10 years of a qualifying period 

of military service. 

 The Southwest Asia Theater of operations refers 

to Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the neutral zone 

between Iraq and Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the 

United Arab Emirates, Oman, the Gulf of Aden, the 

Gulf of Oman, the Persian Gulf, the Arabian Sea, 

the Red Sea and the airspace above these 

locations. 

 Veterans and survivors who believe they may be 

eligible for the newly established presumptive 

conditions are encouraged to apply.  They should 

file a VA Form 21-526EZ if applying for the first 

time or a VA Form 20-0995 if they are reapplying 

for these conditions.  For more information on the 

new presumptive conditions, visit our website at 

Airborne Hazards and Burn Pit Exposures - Public 

Health (va.gov).   

 To apply for benefits, Veterans and survivors may 

visit VA.gov or call toll-free at 800-827-1000.  

> p5 presumptive 

  VA Pension Benefits     

“VA’s pension benefit helps Veterans and their 

families cope with financial challenges by providing 

supplemental income,” said Acting Under-Secretary 

for Benefits Thomas Murphy.  “Currently, only 

189,800 wartime Veterans and 139,800 surviving 

spouses are using their needs-based pension 

benefits that are meant to ease the burden on them, 

their families and caregivers.  We need to ensure all 

of our wartime Veterans and their survivors are 

aware of their benefits.” 

The following benefits are available through 

VA’s Pension and Fiduciary Service for use in 

planning and preparing for the future. 

·       VA pension is payable to wartime Veterans who 
are permanently and totally disabled due to non-
service connected disability, or who are age 65 years 
old or older, and who meet certain income and net 
worth limits. 

·       Special monthly pension is an additional benefit 
for Veterans in receipt of pension who are 
housebound, require the aid and attendance of 
another person to help them with daily activities 
(such as eating, bathing and dressing), have very 
limited eyesight or require nursing home care. 

·       For surviving spouses, there are two types of 
benefits P&F Service offers. Survivors Pension 
provides monthly payments to qualified surviving 
spouses and unmarried dependent children of 
wartime Veterans who meet certain income and net 
worth limits.  Special monthly pension is also 
available to surviving spouses who are housebound 
or require the aid and attendance of another person. 

https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/
https://www.va.gov/disability/how-to-file-claim/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.va.gov%2Fexposures%2Fburnpits%2Findex.asp&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce9dd8d49f3d244fe933308d953899653%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637632672653440316%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.va.gov%2Fexposures%2Fburnpits%2Findex.asp&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce9dd8d49f3d244fe933308d953899653%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637632672653440316%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.va.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce9dd8d49f3d244fe933308d953899653%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637632672653450270%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJB
https://benefits.va.gov/FIDUCIARY/docs/VA_Fiduciary_Guide_Apr2020.pdf
https://www.va.gov/pension/
https://benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/factsheets/limitedincome/EnhancedorSpecialPension.pdf
https://www.va.gov/pension/survivors-pension/


 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The next UVC Member Meeting will be  

September 14th at  

VFW Post 9644  2680 W. Hampden Ave., 

Englewood, CO 80110.  

Unable to attend. It will also be on Zoom. 
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Veterans Program at Promise Ranch Therapies & 
Recreation in Castle Rock 

Our horsemanship class is open to both 
veterans and active duty service 
members.  This class focuses on 
teaching horse behavior and 
psychology, and safety around horses.  
Veterans learn basic groundwork skills 

as a platform for further equine education, and as 
an opportunity for experiential learning. 

Through meaningful individual and group 
interactions with our horses, participants learn how 
to create safe, fair, and effective horse-human 
relationships, and may develop or improve 
important life skills such as self-awareness, self-
confidence, verbal and non-verbal communication 
skills, and emotional regulation. 

Some benefits of this program include: 

Camaraderie with others  

Volunteer opportunities 

Progressive work toward advanced 
horsemanship classes and other workshops 
or clinics 

 What our veterans say about the program: 

“We all share similar situations during our military 
experiences.  Based upon this we know how each 
other feels and handles various feelings.  The horses 
are great animals for troubled veterans or just 
looking for comfort.  The combination of a horse 
therapist and the veterans has been very rewarding 
seeing how we can relax and just enjoy the time 
with friends and the undemanding horses.” -Tom, 
SA, Ret. 

Promise Ranch is looking forward to expanding its 
Veterans Programming to include an Equine-
Assisted Families Program and an Equine-Assisted 
PTSD Treatment Group.  

Let us know if you’re interested!  

Kim Longe, Administrator at Fitzsimons veterans 
home recognized by Gov. Polis  
 
Governor Jared Polis recognized some select state 
employees for their superior service to the people 
of Colorado during 2020 and 2021.  A recognition 
luncheon and event was held at the Governor's 
Mansion on Thursday, August 12, 2021 as part of 
Public Service Recognition Week.  

When the pandemic started, Fitzsimons 
Veterans Community Living Center was 
hit hard.  Kim Longe had recently 
started as the new nursing home 
administrator.  She was just beginning 
to build relationships with her teams, 

had hired a new director of nursing, and had 
several personnel challenges facing her.  She did 
what real leaders do:  She identified the most 
urgent issue facing residents and staff; rallied 
everyone, including the veterans and residents; 
and worked around the clock to ensure all staff had 
protective equipment and the necessary training in 
place. 

While 26 residents died during an outbreak of 
COVID-19, Kim continued to stand in the gap as a 
leader and help staff and residents work through 
their grief.  She used her own personal time to 
model the example it would take to save the lives 
of residents and protect staff and their families.  
Kim Longe has been more than deserving of this 
honor.  Her own family stood solidly behind her in 
all she had to do to keep our veterans safe during 
this crisis. 
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Local Appointment at the Denver VA Regional 

Office: 

 
 The Denver VA Regional Office is open and 
Veterans and stakeholders can visit in person at any 
of our Benefit Offices located in Grand Junction, 
Colorado Springs or Denver.  Veterans and 
stakeholder may also speak with a VBA benefits 
counselor from the comfort of their own home.  
Veterans and stakeholders can schedule an 
appointment based on their availability and one of 
our local counselors will call the Veteran or 
stakeholder directly.  To schedule an appointment 
please visit; https://v2.waitwhile.com/lists/
denvervaregionaloffi/join 

Harlem Hell fighters Awarded Congressional Gold 
Medal for Valor 

The Senate has passed the Harlem Hell fighters 
Congressional Gold Medal Act, awarding a 
Congressional Gold Medal to the Harlem Hell 
fighters, a Black infantry regiment that fought in 
World War I. 

The 369th Infantry Regiment are regarded as the 
most celebrated African American regiment in 
World War I for spending more time in combat 
against German soldiers than any other unit. The 
regiment was composed primarily of Blacks from 
Harlem. 

The Harlem Hell fighters served our nation with 
distinction, spending 191 days in the front-line 
trenches, all while displaying the American values 
of courage, dedication, and sacrifice.  
Congressional Gold Medal Act honors these brave 
men, who, even as they faced segregation and 
prejudice, risked their lives to defend our 
freedoms. 

The Harlem Hell fighters were assigned to the 
French army because many white American 
soldiers refused to fight with Black soldiers.  During 
WWI, the 369th spent 191 days in frontline 
trenches, more than any other American unit.  
They also suffered the most losses of any American 
regiment, with 1,500 casualties. 

The Hell fighters are the third African American 
military group to be awarded the Congressional 
Gold Medal, following the Tuskegee Airmen in 
2007, and the Montford Point Marines in 2011, 
both of whom fought in World War II. 

The Hell fighters received their nickname from 
their German adversaries who called them 
"Hollenkampfer" referring to their strength.  Their 
French comrades named them "Hommes de 
Bronze" or "Men of Bronze."  Many Harlem Hell 
fighters received the Croix de Guerre, a French 
military World War I decoration awarded for valor. 

The regiment also fought in World War II, and 
included some Puerto Rican American soldiers. 

Military Calendar Holidays Events Observances 

 https://militarybenefits.info/military-calendar-
holidays-events-observances/ 

September 

Entire Month National Suicide Prevention Month 

September 2 V-J Day (Victory over Japan) 

September 6  Labor Day  

September 6-8    Rosh Hashanah  

September 11  Patriot Day 

Sept. 15-17  Yom Kippur  

September 17 -23 Constitution Week  

September 17  Citizenship Day/Constitution Day  

September 18   Air Force (USAF) Birthday  

September 18  Office of the Sec. of Defense Birthday  

September 18  Air National Guard Birthday  

September 18   National POW/MIA Recognition Day  

September 27   Gold Star Mother’s Day  

https://v2.waitwhile.com/lists/denvervaregionaloffi/join
https://v2.waitwhile.com/lists/denvervaregionaloffi/join
https://militarybenefits.info/military-calendar-holidays-events-observances/
https://militarybenefits.info/military-calendar-holidays-events-observances/
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In December 1944 the Executive Order was lifted 
and the WRA began to urge internees to leave.  For 
many of the Japanese reverting back to the outside 
life was a concern because of the hostilities they 
encountered during the war plus many were 
forced to give up all of their property and 
belongings.  Most would leave the relocation 
center with little to no saving on which to live.   
 
The camp was closed in October 1945.  There is not 
enough space in this article to describe the 
hardships that these Americans encountered once 
the war was over, but this is Colorado history that 
needs to be remembered.  
 
H.R. 2497, Amache National Historic Site Act, 
introduced by Colorado Congressman Joe Neguse, 
would establish the Amache National Historic Site 
as a unit of the National Park System.  This bill 
passed the House on July 29, 2021, and has been 
presented to the Senate. 

>VA benefits 

·      Dependency and Indemnity Compensation is 
available to dependents and parents and generally 
is not based on income and assets (except the 
income limits apply to parents).  DIC is a monthly 
monetary benefit paid to a surviving spouse, child or 
parent of a Veteran who died from a service-related 
injury or illness, or when an active-duty service 
member dies in the line of duty.  Special monthly 
DIC is also available to surviving spouses who are 
housebound or require the aid and attendance of 
another person. 

·       A surviving spouse of a Veteran who served on 
a Blue Water Navy vessel offshore of the Republic of 
Vietnam, or on another U.S. Navy or Coast Guard 
ship operating in the coastal waterways of Vietnam 
between Jan. 9, 1962 and May 7, 1975, may be 
eligible for DIC benefits — even if they were 
previously denied. 

·       VA’s funeral and burial benefits are available for 
both service-related and non-service-related deaths.  
New regulations allow a flat-rate burial and plot or 
interment allowance with decreased paperwork and 
maximum payment permitted by law. 

·       For those interested in burial benefits such as a 
Presidential Memorial Certificate, burial flag, 
headstone or marker, the National Cemetery 
Administration has information about pre-need 
eligibility. 

Many vulnerable senior wartime Veterans are 
targeted with misinformation.  In many cases, this is 
because they are not fully aware of their benefits, 
which increases the chances of them being taken 
advantage of and/or defrauded. 

VA encourages elderly wartime Veterans and their 
family members to consult a VA-accredited 
representative if they want or need help filing a 
claim.  They are reminded to beware of individuals 
or companies that promise benefits or ask for 
money upfront, as only VA can make final 
determinations on eligibility. 

https://www.va.gov/disability/dependency-indemnity-compensation/
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/
https://www.cem.va.gov/burial_benefits/index.asp
https://www.cem.va.gov/burial_benefits/index.asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/vso/index.asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/vso/index.asp
https://www.va.gov/pension/eligibility/

