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I get e-mails or stories all the time about
the good work a VSO or a Veterans group
are doing to help veterans. We try to find
these things out and then publicize them,
as one of our three major missions, as laid
out in our UVC By-Laws is “to inform and
educate Colorado citizens about the needs
and the high value contributions of
veterans, active-duty service members,
National Guard, the Reserves, and their
families.” And we would put some of
these into our Newsletter and try to get
the word out as far and as wide as we can.
But we can and should do much better.
And to do that, we need those of you in
our Member organizations to help get
your event out to as many as possible, for
others may learn from what you are
doing. So we need you to tell us about
your good works. Is that bragging? Yes,
it may be a little bragging and that is
understandable. But we want to do a
much better job of getting your
accomplishments known to a far wider
audience than one limited to your e-mail
listing.

That means we have got to do a much
better job here at UVC. We will start
running the stories that you send us, as
long as the story is accurate, in our
publications that we are calling our UVC
Bulletin. And we will try to send it to as
large a group as we can. We know that
your successes, your stories might get
other VSO’s excited about the way you
do things and will want to try. And we
also want to have a report from your
organization on how your event went.
What could be done better, etc.
If you’re trying to get information out
to more than just your Chapter’s
membership, you can put your event on
to our UVC website where all who are
wondering what is coming up, (they may
want to attend), can check our UVC
website and find all the details of the
event. We are lax in not stressing this
enough, because using our website
(UVCOC.ORG), to spread the word
about your upcoming events opens up a
much larger potential of additional
members attending than just those that
get an e-mail from you to attend.
So, give it a try.
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State Legislative Committee
Shelly Kalkowski, Co-Chair
Robbie Robinson, Co-Chair
Dan Jablan, Legislative Liaison

The 2022 General Assembly session began Jan 12
with the political parties laying out their priorities,
followed by the Governor and his priorities.
Education, disaster relief, law and order, and tax
relief are issues to be dealt with. The first two
weeks of hearings have been departmental and
agency goal setting updates and reviews (SMART
Act briefings.) Bills that impact veterans will be
posted on the website under the Legislation tab on
the homepage.

Military Calendar Holidays Events Observances

Military and Veterans Appreciation Day is
scheduled for Friday Feb 4 from 9-11 a.m. at the
capitol. While it is a virtual event, we can attend in
the House and Senate galleries, and we encourage
everyone to do that. It would be great if our
legislators see many members of the UVC in
attendance. Masks are required and social
distancing rules are in effect. Entrance to the
capitol is underneath the south entrance steps.
The next UVC Member Meeting will be
February 22 on Zoom

New Email Address for UVC Newsletter
The UVC Newsletter has a new email address! It is
newsletter@uvcoc.org. Please use this new email
address to send articles to the newsletter editor for
publication. The old email address was deleted by
the original creator. This new email address
eliminates this problem by having The UVC control
the email address and gives the newsletter a more
professional address.

Military Calendar – Holidays, Events, Observances
(militarybenefits.info)
February
All Month

Black History Month

February 2

Groundhog Day

February 3

Four Chaplains Day

February 4

USO Birthday

February 12

Chinese New Year

February 14-20 National Salute to Veteran Patients
February 14

Valentine’s Day

February 15

President’s Day

February 19

Coast Guard Reserve Birthday
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Denver Regional Office Interview Scheduling
Interviews Offered

Veterans Honor Guard Looking for Volunteers

If you would like to speak with one of our benefit
counselors, our Public Contact Team is available by
appointment! You will receive a telephone call
from a benefit counselor based on your selected
date and time. You can start scheduling
appointments immediately!
How to schedule an appointment
Call us: (303) 882-5707 and leave a voice mail with
call back preferences
OR Visit our bookings page at: https://
vets.force.com/VAVERA/s/
Scannable QR Code:

The All Veterans Honor Guard provides military
honors both in lieu of and along with the
Department of Defense Honors teams at Fort
Logan National Cemetery. While they can provide
full honors including folding of the flag,
presentation of the flag, and the playing of Taps,
most often All Veterans provides a rifle team that
augments the military honors program provided
by a DoD team.
All Veterans is looking for additional volunteers to
join their teams. As their ranks have dwindled
due to age and infirmity, it is getting more and
more difficult to provide rifle teams for all the
requested Veterans services.
You must be a Veteran to join the team. All
Veterans provides each volunteer with a complete
uniform at no cost including parade shoes, grey
slacks, 3 white shirts, navy blue blazer, navy blue
jacket, navy blue winter coat, cap, gloves, and
earmuffs.
If you are interested in joining this organization
dedicated to honoring our departed heroes,
contact Maury Smith, Commander of the All
Veterans Honor Guard, at morey13@comcast.net
or call (303) 927-7615 or (303) 589-7088.

February 2022

United Veterans Coalition of Colorado

State of Colorado Military Honors Stipend
The Colorado Division of Veterans Affairs is pleased to
announce that requests for the State of Colorado
Military Honors Stipend will be accepted starting January
15, 2022 from eligible organizations that have
completed the registration process.
Per C.R.S. 28-5-507, a local unit of a congressionally
chartered Veterans Service Organization or its auxiliary is
eligible to receive a $75 stipend for providing an honor
guard detail at the funeral of an eligible, honorably
discharged veteran. Second, third, and fourth honors
services performed on the same day can also receive up
to an additional stipend of $25 each for expenses
incurred for mileage, transportation costs, and meals,
not to exceed $75 in total. If the local unit provides a
student to play “Taps,” the local unit may pay some or
all the stipend to the student. Stipends will be paid
based upon availability of funds. To be eligible to
receive the reimbursement:
The organization must first provide a copy of their
congressional charter to the Stipend Program manager
at honorguardstipend@dmva.state.co.us to determine
organizational eligibility.
The organization must then register as a state supplier
and receive a vendor ID number. This ID number must
be supplied to the Stipend Program manager to
complete registration. Instructions on how to obtain
your current or new vendor ID number can be found at:
https://osc.colorado.gov/spco/accesscolorado. Please
note that vendor registration will only work with Firefox
and Microsoft Edge and it will not work with Windows
11.
If you have questions regarding vendor registration,
please contact the Vendor Self Service helpline at 303866-6464. Additional rules and requirements for the
Military Honors Stipend Program can be found online at
Veterans Memorial Cemetery | Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs (colorado.gov). Questions about
the program can be emailed to
HonorGuardStipend@dmva.state.co.us.
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More Helpful Information from the DMVA
The COLORADO STATE DISABLED VETERAN PROPERTY
TAX EXEMPTION runs from January 1 to July 1 for each
tax year. It is important to note that the application has
changed and the ONLY ACCEPTABLE APPLICATION is the
one you can find on VETS.COLORADO.GOV. Applicants
will be sent a letter to the address on the form stating
our office has received the application. Once processed,
the applicant will receive a letter of their status update;
accepted, incomplete, (denied with explanation) via the
US Postal Service. If the application is approved, it will
be sent to the veteran’s county assessor for further
processing.
To assist in this process, please include the VA Rating
Letter OR the Branch of Service Medical Retirement
Letter. PLEASE SEND APPLICATIONS TO 155 Van
Gordon Street, Suite 201, Lakewood, CO 80228.
Emailed applications will not be accepted or reviewed
due to PII concerns. Veterans who are not rated 100%,
but are on Individual Unemployability, are not eligible
for this tax exemption.
For other questions, please contact Beth Maxwell at 303
-914-5832.
DMVA Announces New Grants Administrator
Lisa Stamm has started as the new Grants Administrator
for the DMVA. Prior to joining the DMVA, Lisa worked
as an independent contractor for several non-profits
and federal agencies. In these roles, Lisa was an active
grant reviewer, grant writer, and provided training and
technical assistance for grantees. Before that, Lisa
managed the Grants Division at the Nebraska Crime
Commission where she led a team of ten and managed
several federal grants, including the Victims of Crime
Act, the Violence Against Women Act and Justice
Assistance Grants. In addition to her grant
administration experience, Lisa has over twenty years of
experience in various non-profit organizations and was a
victim advocate for victims of intimate partner violence.

You can reach Lisa at lisa.stamm@dmva.state.co.us
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The UVC Joins A Grateful Nation In Honoring A
True Living Legend, Brigadier General Charles
McGee
It is with great sadness that we share with you the
news that the country lost one of its true heroes
on Sunday, January 16, 2022. UVC Volunteer
Deidre McGee notified us on 1/16/22 that her
former Father-In-Law BRIGADIER GENERAL (BG)
CHARLES EDWARD MCGEE, 102, passed away in
his sleep. BG McGee was one of the last living
members of the Tuskegee Airmen, an all AfricanAmerican military pilot group who fought during
World War II, overcoming enormous odds. McGee
was born on Dec. 7, 1919 in Cleveland, Ohio and
enlisted in the U.S. Army on Oct. 26, 1942,
becoming a part of the Tuskegee Airmen.
BG McGee and his fellow Tuskegee Airmen earned
a reputation for excellence as escort pilots, due to
their unwavering commitment to staying with the
bombers they were assigned to protect during
WWII. They battled racism and segregation at
home from military officials, as well as from those
who simply didn't want African Americans to
become pilots. Instead of letting these obstacles
deter them, these brave men took an opportunity
labeled as an “experiment” to prove that they
could fly just as good, if not better, than white
pilots.
McGee served in the U.S. Army Air Forces/U.S. Air
Force during World War II, Korea, and Vietnam.
He was stationed in Italy with the 302nd Fighter
Squadron of the 332d Fighter Group. McGee flew
the Bell P-39Q Airacobra, Republic P-47D
Thunderbolt and most notably, the North
American P-51 Mustang fighter aircraft (Red Tails).
He flew tactical missions attacking enemy airfields
and rail yards and strategic missions escorting
bombers over Germany, Austria and the Balkans.
He flew support for the successful top-secret
rescue missions of over 1,000 POWs from the
Popesti Aerodrome in Bucharest, Romania.
Promoted to Captain, McGee had flown a total of
136 combat missions.

The United Veteran’s Coalition of Colorado was
fortunate in being able to share his remarkable life
and history in an interview that aired on Channel
9’s Colorado and Company, and also arranged for
the American Flag to be flown in his honor earlier
this year over the U.S. Capitol Building in
Washington, DC.
BG McGee was an inspiration to so many with his
encouraging, humble, honest, and kind-hearted
manner. He was a mentor to many, and spent
over the last fifty years inspiring future
generations to “be the best they could be, to
follow their dreams, and to persevere through all
challenges.” He was one of those rare, selfless
individuals who exemplified the very best in
humanity. His legacy will go on for many years to
come, but he will surely be missed by everyone
blessed enough to have been touched by his
amazing life.
BG McGee will be laid to rest at Arlington National
Cemetery in Arlington, VA. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to his entire family as they
celebrate and honor his remarkable life.
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The Southern Ute Veterans Association has voted Marvin
L Meyers in, as an honorary member. Commander Howard Richards Jr. said it was in recognition of a lifetime of
involvement, legislation and friendship through work via
the Colorado State Legislature and Colorado Veterans
Committee. His efforts were always to combine competing organizations into a United Veterans Coalition (UVC).
He served in the Korean War and continues his membership in Jewish War Veterans, believed in ”Honoring the
Old People” and memorializing this recognition with a
forever status.
His official legislative capacity at the Colorado State Capital was for the Southern Utes and for all Colorado Veterans through the many official monuments, secured retirement benefits, cemeteries, life care facilities and support
programs throughout the state. The number of distinctions and list of accomplishments for public service and
the greater good is endless. This honorary membership
into the Ute Tribe is clearly among the highest!
Mr. Meyers’ efforts were always to assure that ALL vets
had access to their earned benefits, including those from
underrepresented groups, such as Colorado's Native
Americans. He has always had a passion for the historical
diversity and incredible uniqueness of our Native Americans. The Brave Warriors of Southern Ute and Tribal
Members have served in the armed forces from World
War I to the Present. Their presence, personal sacrifice
and devotion to our people and country will never be forgotten. The many Tribal walls include monuments from
World War I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and the
Persian Gulf. They have a significant presence nationally
and with UVC. Monuments are located in the Ouray Memorial Cemetery, End of Trail, and Ignacio.
From Private to High Commanders, The Southern Ute
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are a vibrant and active member of the Veterans
Association.
https://va.southernute-nsn.gov/veterans/
Now at 91, he is living at the Colorado State Veterans
Home at Fitzsimons and is still working from there. Mr.
Meyers’ career has spanned decades in public service, and
continues to work as a dedicated public servant, educator,
administrator and proud veteran. Recognized as the UVC
Veteran of the Year, a Governors Proclamation (Mr.
Meyers Day), and numerous plaques and awards are significant milestones for his work from the UVC, for legislation and completion of the Colorado State Veterans
Home at Fitzsimmons Army Medical Center, the Colorado Veterans’ Memorial Cemeteries and most recently,
work in the completion of the new Colorado Veteran’s
Hospital.
He has spent significant time and work for the Legislative
Committee, Joint Budget Committee, and the State Department for the United States Department of Veterans
Affairs.

