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July 4th is up on us, and should serve 
as a reminder to us of the 
importance of that date to our 
country and to all of us.  
 
And it is also the date we kick off 
our efforts to make sure people 
know about our 50th Anniversary of 
the United Veterans Coalition of 
Colorado and our Fund Raising Gala 
on October 15 at the Gaylord Hotel. 
 
We need to be doing two things:  
First is to register to attend and buy 
tickets right on-line by going to the 
UVCOC.ORG website and make your 
reservations.  We have a number 
that have registered and believe 
more will start to come in, in greater 
numbers.  All of the information can 
be found on our website.  Look for 
upcoming events; the second thing 
is for each of us to talk to our 
neighbors, to the veterans we know, 
to the businesses who support 
veterans, and get them interested in 
attending as well. 
 
 

It is going to take all of us doing this, 
not just a handful.  I and our 
hardworking UVC Banquet 
Committee, led by Deborah 
Osborne, and ably assisted by Marti 
Crockett, Geri Adams, and Mike 
Wheaton, are urging you to register 
for the October 15th Gala event, and 
just as importantly, to get others to 
know about the event and to attend 
as well. 
 
We want it to be a very special 
occasion.  There are not many 
organizations around that have 
existed and grown over these past 
50 years as the UVC has.  So come, 
bring your friends and neighbors, 
and join in our 50th Anniversary 
celebration. 



 

 

 State Legislative Committee 
Shelly Kalkowski, Co-Chair 
Robbie Robinson, Co-Chair 
Dan Jablan, Legislative Liaison 
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Dan Jablan, our UVC lobbyist, provided these results 
from the June 28 Colorado Primary election races. 
There are few, if any, real surprises: 
 

The Democratic primary race for Denver HD6 remains 
too close to call and was the most expensive primary 
fight in state history.  In late counts, Elisabeth Epps 
pulled ahead of Katie March by less than 400 votes. 
   
Colorado voters clearly favored incumbents and 
moderate Republicans over fringe right wing, election-
denier candidates up and down the ticket.  As a result, 
many of the November general election races will be 
highly competitive. 
 

Voter turnout was abysmal (26%) and skewed heavily 
toward the 55+ age group.  And because most of the 
close primary races were on the Republican side, 
unaffiliated voters voted in Republican races in record 
numbers. 
 

United State Senate/Republican Primary 
 
Fort Collins construction magnate Joe O'Dea defeated 
right-wing State Representative Ron Hanks (R-Chafee) 
and will face Democratic incumbent Michael Bennet for 
the U.S. Senate, despite the Democrats spending 
millions of dollars to support Hanks' candidacy. 
 

Governor 
 
Business entrepreneur and CU Regent Heidi Ganahl 
defeated the more conservative Greg Lopez to take on 
incumbent Democrat Jared Polis for Governor. 
 

Secretary of State 
 
Former Jefferson County Clerk Pam Anderson bested 
election denier and indicted Mesa County Clerk Tina 
Peters.  Anderson will face incumbent Democrat Jena 
Griswold.   

U.S. Congress 
 
In CD 3, incumbent Republican Congresswoman Lauren 
Boebert handily defeated moderate State Senator Don 
Coram.  
In CD 5, incumbent Doug Lamborn topped three other 
Republicans to win his primary race again. 
On the Eastern plains, in CD 4, Republican incumbent 
Ken Buck rolled over his primary opponent. 
In CD 8, State Senator Barbara Kirkmeyer defeated 
three other Republicans to take on State Rep. Yadira 
Caraveo in the general election.  
In CD 7, Erik Aadland won the Republican primary over 
two other opponents.  He will face State Senator and 
Democrat Brittany Pettersen.  
 

State legislature 
 

On the legislative front, it appears that all incumbents 
beat their primary election opponents: 
House Republican Minority Leader Hugh McKean (R-
Loveland) fended off his opponent, who was supported 
by Rocky Mountain Gun Owners.  
State Senator Paul Lundeen (R-Monument) also 
defeated a candidate from his right, while controversial 
State Rep. Richard Holtorf defeated his opponent. 
 

Republican incumbent State Representatives Colin 
Larson (R-Jeffco) and MaryAnn Bradfield (R-El Paso) won 
their respective races and fended off challenges from 
more conservative election deniers.  
In Aurora, progressive incumbent State Rep. Mandy 
Lindsay fended off a challenge from her more moderate 
opponent.  
As always, we hope this information is helpful.  For 

more information on who and what will be on 

Colorado's November ballot see:  Colorado General 

Assembly - Ballotpedia. 
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Upcoming VBA and Denver VA Regional Office 
Events 

Quarterly Webex Wednesdays:  Join the Denver VA 
Regional Office as we provide quarterly topics of 
interest to Veterans and members of the Veteran 
community.  Our next Webex Wednesday is 
scheduled for July 13, 2022, from 2:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
MDT (topic to be determined).  You can join the 
meeting at the following link: Join meeting or dial 
in by phone to 1-833-558-0712, Access Code 2762 
452 7913.  

GREAT NEWS!  The discounted early sign-up has 
been extended to August 15, 2022.  We are 
pleased to let you know that the deadline to regis-
ter for the Gala and take advantage of the dis-
counted pricing has been extended to September 
15th.  That should help encourage everyone to sign 
up at the lower rates and be a part of this very spe-
cial event.  It’s important to know that every dollar 
donated will be used to grow the infrastructure of 
the UVCOC to allow better and more substantial 
support to the Veteran Support Community.  Every 
Veteran Support Organization (VSO) in Colorado 
can benefit from the efforts of the UVCOC.   The 
Gaylord is located at 6700 N. Gaylord Rockies BLVD 
in Aurora. 

 

Even if you are unable to join us that night, you can 
still make a difference through a donation of any 
size by going to the website, or by donating a quali-
ty item to the Silent Auction. (For information on 
the Silent Auction contact Marti Crockett at 
mcrockco@gmail.com)  

  
This is your opportunity to have an incredible expe-
rience in a remarkable setting as you join us in sup-
port of those who have given so much so we are 
free to enjoy a night like this!   

SIGN UP TODAY and take advantage of the dis-
counted pricing on tickets and lodging.  
Please copy the QR code or go to Upcoming Events 
at www.uvcoc.org to register, purchase tickets, 
make meal selections, and arrange for lodging.  

Make sure 
you don’t 
miss being 
part of this 
event. 
 

Military Calendar Holidays Events Observances 

Military Calendar – Holidays, Events, Observances 
(militarybenefits.info) 

July 

July 4  Independence Day  

July 25  National Hire A Veteran Day  

July 27  National Korean War Veterans 
Armistice Day  

July 28  National Buffalo Soldiers Day  

July 29  Army Chaplain Corps Anniversary
  

THE UNITED VETERANS’ COALITION OF 
COLORADO’S 50th ANNIVERSARY  INAUGURAL 
FUNDRAISING GALA At Gaylord Rockies Resort 
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Promise Ranch Therapies & Recreation is a non-
profit organization that provides equine-
assisted services and therapies, as well as other 
learning opportunities, recreational programs, and 
healing oriented activities. We have found a home 
here in Castle Rock that offers solace and safety for 
all our clients, volunteers, staff, and incredible 
animals who are a part of our PRTR community. 
  
We are passionate about opening our doors to our 
Veteran, Active-Duty Military and First Responder 
communities.  In partnership with Helping Heroes, 
we are proud to present the first three groups in 
our Helping Heroes Program, for free.  Our 
Connection Hour is our first group held on 
Thursday’s from 5:30 pm – 7 pm and offers a 
gathering spot in a peaceful ranch setting for 
interaction with our horses and each other.  We 
want to offer time and space to connect, relax, 
make new friends, and build camaraderie with like-
minded people.  Games and light snacks are 
provided as well.  Upon request, we are happy to 
host a small BBQ or potluck event 
during this time as well.   

Our second group in our Helping Heroes Program is 
our Intro to Horsemanship.  This group offers the 
opportunity for meaningful individual and group 
interactions with our horses.  Participants will learn 
how to create safe, fair, and effective horse-human 
relationships and may develop or improve 
important life skills such as self-awareness, self-
confidence, verbal and non-verbal communication 
skills and emotion regulation along with some fun 
and interesting facts about our horse 
participants.  If you want to learn about basic horse 
handling and horsemanship skills, this is the group 
for you!  This group will be held multiple times a 
year on Saturday mornings from 10:00 am to 11:30 
am.  Our next session begins on July 30th and runs 
until September 3rd. 
 
Our third group is our first Therapy Group, led by a 
Licensed Professional Counselor and Air Force 
Veteran.  This program provides a tangible hands-
on learning experience in partnership with our 
horses, to help individuals work on relationship 
building, communication (to include non-verbal) 
and leadership skills, as well as emotional 
intelligence, boundaries, safety in relationships, 
improving self-esteem/self-awareness/self-
confidence and learning about/practicing 
mindfulness skills.  It will be offered several times a 
year on Tuesdays from 4:30 pm – 6:00 pm. Our 
next 10-week session begins on July 12th and runs 
through Sept 13th.  For more information or to sign 
up, please visit https://www.prtr.org/veterans-
program. 

Promise Ranch Therapies and Recreation 
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AT&T and Human-I-T Donate 200 Laptops to San 
Luis Valley Development Resource Group for Digi-
tal Literacy Project 
 
As part of its nationwide commitment to help 
bridge the digital divide, AT&T is working with Ac-
tion 22 and Human-I-T to provide the San Luis Val-
ley Development Resource Group (SLVDRG) with 
200 laptops.  The computers will be dispersed to 
underserved students, their mentors, seniors, and 
those needing better access to digital resources 
throughout the San Luis Valley. 

A press conference to detail the project took place 
on June 16th, 1:00 p.m., at the Alamosa Public Li-
brary, 300 Hunt Ave, Alamosa, CO 81101.  The do-
nation, courtesy of AT&T, is part of a larger project 
by the San Luis Valley Broadband Collaboration 
Office (SLV BCO), a community advisory committee 
to the SLVDRG and Council of Governments.  

The mission of the committee is to ensure all resi-
dents of the San Luis Valley have equitable access 
to opportunities to enjoy the benefits of Broad-
band.  The SLV BCO has been funded by a grant 
from the Colorado Trust and overseen by the Com-
munity Resource Center. 

“I have been involved in development and expan-
sion of Broadband over the last two decades as part 
of one role or another in the San Luis Valley,” said 
Lawrence Pacheco, Community Advocate, and for-
mer Costilla County Commissioner.  “I can tell you, 
from that experience, addressing digital literacy and 
providing devices is the next correct and logical 
step to aid SLV residents in accessing resources 
they need.  This project is more than just about 
Broadband, it’s delivering on a promise to remove 
real barriers in disparity when it comes to digital 
divides and equity.  This is an important, meaning-
ful project.  I was happy to be asked to get involved 
so I can finish the job I started as a term-limited 
Commissioner.” 

 

This program is the latest development within the 
AT&T Connected Learning initiative, created as part 
of our company-wide, $2 billion commitment from 
2021-2023 to help bridge the digital divide through 
investments in digital literacy tools, educational re-
sources, Broadband technology, low-cost internet 
service, computers, and more, to help today’s learn-
ers succeed wherever they learn. 

“AT&T is proud to collaborate with organizations 
like Human-I-T, Action 22 and the San Luis Valley 
Development Resource Group to help close the digi-
tal equity gap in the San Luis Valley.  The pandemic 
highlighted the challenges faced by students in Col-
orado who currently lack the devices required for 
online learning,” said Roberta Robinette, president, 
AT&T Colorado.  “Access to devices is a consistent 
issue facing our Colorado rural areas and exacer-
bates the connectivity challenge.  We are glad we 
can provide these needed resources.” 

About Philanthropy & Social Innovation at AT&T 

We’re committed to advancing education, creating 
opportunities, strengthening communities, and im-
proving lives.  As part of our company-wide $2B 
commitment from 2021-2023 to address the digital 
divide, we launched AT&T Connected Learning to 
invest in connectivity and technology, digital litera-
cy, and education solutions to help today’s learners 
succeed inside and outside of the classroom.  Since 
2008 we’ve committed more than $600 million to 
programs that help millions of students across all 50 
states and around the world, particularly those in 
underserved communities. 

For more information, contact San Luis Valley De-
velopment Resource Group: 
Name: Kevin Wilkins, E.D. • Phone: 719-589-6099 • 
Email: kwilkins@slvdrg.org 
Action 22 
Name: Sara Blackhurst, CEO • Phone: 719-369-
7901 • Email: sara.blackhurst@action22.org 
AT&T 
Name: Suzanne Trantow, AT&T Corporate Commu-
nications • Phone: 720.236.2056 
Email: suzanne.trantow@att.com 




