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WOW!  If you’re one of those that 
are truly dedicated to helping our 
Veterans, and you’re not busy and 
are just relaxing in the waning days 
of summer, we have a job for you!  
For 50 years the United Veterans 
Coalition of Colorado has 
accomplished some essential and 
significant work for our Veterans, 
wherever they live in the state.  Our 
State Legislative Committee has led 
the parade of improved laws that 
many of us now accept as if they 
came down from on high, all on 
their own.  Many of our Associate 
member organizations continue to 
thrive, though unaware of how we 
have helped many of them through 
some rough times.  And we have 
accomplished all of this, almost 
completely through Volunteers, 
many exactly like you. 

But because we keep enlarging the 
help we are giving, as we continue to 
think ahead about how we can 
improve our efforts, it means we 
need more of you to step forward 
and help, as you can, with the time 
you can spare, and with the energy 
you always carry with you.  As we 
start into the busiest part of our year 
and our 50th Anniversary coming up, 
we need you to step up and join the 
many that we have working hard on 
a whole table’s worth of projects 
and jobs needing to be done.  Just e-
mail me: dickyoung123@gmail.com.  
There’s a job out there just perfect 
for you. 



 

 

 State Legislative Committee 
Shelly Kalkowski, Co-Chair 
Robbie Robinson, Co-Chair 
Dan Jablan, Legislative Liaison 
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UVC 2023 Specific Legislative Goals: 

 

The United Veterans Coalition of Colorado (UVC) 

Executive Committee met on 12 July 2022 and 

unanimously approved the UVC’s prioritized 2023 

specific and general state legislative goals.  Our 

specific legislative goals, listed below, are detailed 

proposals related to actual or proposed legislation.  

We encourage legislators to consider sponsoring 

bills that address these goals.  Our State Legislative 

Committee will work with you to provide 

background research, advocacy, and testimony.  

 

Extend/make permanent the younger than 

55 Military Retirement Pay Income Tax 

Exemption in parity with other state 

income tax exemptions for taxpayers 

aged 55 and over. – NOTE: Sunsets 

January 1, 2024. 

Support the 2023 Department of Military & 

Veteran Affairs (DMVA) budget request 

for the Division of Veterans Affairs 

(DVA) to include continuing support for 

the Western Colorado One Source in 

Grand Junction. – NOTE: State support 

for Western Colorado One Source 

sunsets September 2023 

Restore $3 million to the Veterans Trust 

Fund and $1 million to the Veterans 

Assistance Grant (VAG) programs. – 

NOTE:  The VAG program is scheduled 

to sunset September 2024. 

Support implementing statutory language 

to Extend Homestead Act to Gold Star 

Spouses, if needed, should voters pass 

the referendum on the November 2022 

ballot. 

Add Total Disability for Individual 

Unemployability (TDIU) to Disabled 

Veterans Homestead Act (Real Estate 

Tax Exemption). 

Support legislative authorization to increase 

the State portion of the salary paid to 

County Veteran Service Officers by the 

percentage of the cost of living and 

inflation. 

Our general state legislative goals provide broader 

policy guidance to enable the UVC to take positions 

on specific bills during the session in advance of a 

vote of our members and to provide guidance to 

elected officials on the UVC’s likely position on 

specific legislative proposals.  Both sets of goals are 

available at the following link:  2023-UVC-State-

Goals-EXCOM-Approved.docx (live.com). 
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New Veterans Crisis Line Number:  Dial 988 then 
Press 1 

Effective July 16, Veterans have the option to use 
this new, shorter number to connect with caring, 
qualified responders for 24/7 crisis support. 

Veterans and their loved ones will still be able to 
call 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1, chat at 
VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat, or text 838255 to 
reach responders.  More information can be found 
at VeteransCrisisLine.net. 

Upcoming VBA and Denver VA Regional Office 
Events 

Quarterly Webex Wednesdays:  Join the Denver 
VA Regional Office as we provide quarterly topics 
of interest to Veterans and members of the 
Veteran community.  Our next Webex Wednesday 
is scheduled for August 10, 2022, from 2:00 – 2:30 
p.m. MDT.  You can join the meeting at the 
following link: Join meeting or dial in by phone to 1
-833-558-0712, Access Code 2762 452 7913.  

We saw COVID-19 transmission rates jump this 

month in nearly every county.  It’s a good time to 

remind everyone visiting VA health care facilities 

that we must all wear a face mask that covers our 

nose and mouth.  Properly worn masks help stop 

the spread of COVID-19 among patients and their 

care teams.  Whether visiting an inpatient unit or 

offering outpatient support, every visitor’s mask 

must completely cover their nose and mouth and 

fit snugly against the sides of their face. 

VA ECHCS will host resource fairs and town halls 
Aug. 8-12 for Veterans in five rural communities.  
During the resource fairs, Veterans, along with 
their spouses and caregivers, will get one-on-one 
support with understanding, accessing and using 
VA benefits and services.  VA ECHCS Director 
Michael Kilmer will finish the fairs with town halls, 
encouraging an exchange of information and 
feedback that will help VA health care meet 
Veteran needs in rural communities.  The events 
kick off Aug. 8 in Burlington; Aug. 9 in Lamar; Aug. 
10 in La Junta; Aug. 11 in Alamosa; and Aug. 12 in 
Salida.  To learn more, visit the VA ECHCS news 
release page or events page. 
 
Driven by Veteran feedback, VA launched an 

updated Access to Care website Tuesday, July 19.  

The site now offers a simplified, user-friendly 

experience that makes it easier for Veterans to 

make informed decisions as they plan their health 

care appointments.  It was redesigned for a clearer 

view of average wait times and more detailed 

information on available health care services and 

specialties.  Veterans will find more relevant 

information, including Veteran experience data, 

increased granularity within certain sub-specialties 

and the ability to view relevant medical center  

>p5 va echcs 
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Veterans Helping Veterans 

By George Horgan, Founder and President 

In March of 1981 after seeing the difficulties of 
Veterans giving up on claims and not even knowing 
they may have a claim, I started an after work 
coffee klasch to start helping them.  In 1998 I 
formed an LLC.  In 2012, we went to an INC. 

We work as a resource for Vets to help them set up 
a claim, and help them find the best VSO to help 
them.  We have companies that will work to help 
Vets at lower costs.  For example, we have a mental 
health Doctor who does DBQ evaluations for claims 
at $50.00 an hour, which normally costs $150 for 
sections, and $100 for DBQ paper work. 

We found a large number of Vietnam Vets with 
errors on their DD214.  We have county VSO’S who 
didn’t know how to help with schooling grants. 

I designed a Tree being the VA with branches and 
limbs, to explain to Vets it is not VA Employees that 
are the problem, it is just a Government Issue, 
which you need to go to the right place for help.  
Example you don’t go to the doctor to buy gas for 
your car and you don’t go to the gas station to get 
help if you’re sick. 

We have gotten resources for everything but the 
big problem is we continue to keep trying to get 
more as old ones dry up or discontinue. 

Our financial resources are very small and also 
drying up.  We have Clinics nationwide that work 
independently and the American Legion has 
allowed us to operate in their buildings. 

COVID has hurt us as it has hurt other groups.  The 
donations we were getting to help are gone.  100% 
of the donations went to help Vets. 

Thank you for allowing VHV into being an associate 
with the UVC for the past years.  I was invited by 
Stan with VVA and attended at the VFW off of 
Hampden. 

I salute you all and thank everyone for their past 

and present service. 

THE UNITED VETERANS’ COALITION OF COLORA-
DO’S 50th ANNIVERSARY  INAUGURAL FUNDRAIS-
ING GALA At Gaylord Rockies Resort 

 

GREAT NEWS!  THE DISCOUNTED EARLY SIGN-UP 
HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO AUGUST 15, 2022.  We 
are pleased to let you know that the deadline to 
register for the Gala and take advantage of the dis-
counted pricing has been extended to September 
15th.  That should help encourage everyone to sign 
up at the lower rates and be a part of this very spe-
cial event.  It’s important to know that every dollar 
donated will be used to grow the infrastructure of 
the UVCOC to allow better and more substantial 
support to the Veteran Support Community.  Every 
Veteran Support Organization (VSO) in Colorado 
can benefit from the efforts of the UVCOC.  

 

Even if you are unable to join us that night, you can 
still make a difference through a donation of any 
size by going to the website, or by donating a quali-
ty item to the Silent Auction. (For information on 
the Silent Auction contact Marti Crockett at 
mcrockco@gmail.com)  

  
This is your opportunity to have an incredible expe-
rience in a remarkable setting as you join us in sup-
port of those who have given so much so we are 
free to enjoy a night like this!   

SIGN UP TODAY and take advantage of the dis-
counted pricing on tickets and lodging.  
Please copy the QR code or go to Upcoming Events 

at www.uvcoc.org to register, purchase tickets, 

make meal selections, and arrange for lodging.  

Make sure you don’t miss being part of this event. 
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information more easily.  To view the new Access to 

Care website, visit Accesstocare.va.gov. 

VA remains committed to supporting Veterans’ 
caregivers as a top priority.  The Program of 
Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers 
(PCAFC) is still on track to expand to Veterans of all 
service eras on Oct. 1. VA is continuing to carefully 
review and examine ways to improve the PCAFC, 
including a thorough review of the eligibility criteria 
and improving the overall Veteran and caregiver 
experience.  Annual reassessments are suspended 
during a review of current eligibility criteria for 
those enrolled in the program.  However, 
reassessments may be initiated for Veterans and 
family caregivers who request to be considered for 
an increase in stipend level or if there is evidence of 
an increased need for personal care services.  
Nobody will be removed from the program.  No 
support will be decreased based on those 
reassessments.  For important updates regarding 
the program, visit Caregiver.VA.gov/
Announcements.asp.  To reach the VA ECHCS team, 
send a message to 
ECHCSCaregiverSupport@va.gov. 
 
Veterans and their loved ones are now able to use a 

new, easy-to-remember number—Dial 988 then 

Press 1—to reach caring, qualified responders 24/7.  

This change is a result of the National Suicide 

Hotline Designation Act of 2020, which requires all 

telephone service providers to activate 988 by July 

16 for national suicide prevention support.  The 

transition to a three-digit number helps make it 

easier to remember and share the number to 

access help in times of need.  Veterans are still able 

to call 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1 to reach 

responders in addition to using 988 then Press 1.  

For more information, visit Veteranscrisisline.net/

about/what-is-988/.   

 
 

Military Calendar Holidays Events Observances 

Military Calendar – Holidays, Events, Observances 
(militarybenefits.info) 

August 

All Month Antiterrorism Awareness Month  

August 1 Air Force Day  

August 4 Coast Guard Day  

August 7 Purple Heart Day  

August 10 U.S. Department of Defense Birthday 

August 10 Agent Orange Awareness Day  

August 14 Navajo Code Talkers Day  

August 16 National Airborne Day  

August 29 Marine Corps Reserve Birthday  

 

Community providers play a vital role in ensuring 
Veterans receive the care they have earned.  VA 
offers a Web-based resource with information and 
tools relevant to Veterans’ mental health and well-
being, curated especially for community providers 
working with Veterans outside of the VA health care 
system.  They will find guidance on asking about 
military service, working with Veteran populations 
and navigating Veteran benefits and services.  To 
offer this resource, share the community provider 
toolkit at MentalHealth.VA.gov/
CommunityProviders 


